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Fulton Oursler.

Charles Fulton Oursler (January 22, 1893, Baltimore, Maryland - May 24, 1952, New York City) was an American journalist, playwright, editor
and writer. [1] Writing as Anthony Abbot , he was a notable author of mysteries and detective fiction. [2]

Contents.
Background.

Oursler grew up in Baltimore, the poor son of a city transit worker. His childhood passions were reading and stage magic. He was raised in a
devout Baptist family, but at fifteen he declared himself an agnostic. While still in his teens, he got a reporter's job for the Baltimore American . [3]

Career.

Oursler moved to New York City to edit The Music Trades . He freelanced for a variety of publications early on. His short stories appeared in
The Black Cat , Detective Story Magazine , The Thrill Book , and especially Mystery Magazine . Many of his stories, like '"The Magician
Detective" incorporate magicians and magic into the plots. [4]

In the 1920s Oursler aided Harry Houdini in his crusade against fraudulent mediumship. He crusaded hinself, under the pseudonym Sanri Frikell.
[5] He was the author of the book Spirit Mediums Exposed (1930) which revealed the techniques of fraud mediuns. [6] John Mulholland wrote
that Sanri Frikell, was the pen name of Oursler when writing on the subject of magic and spiritualism. He made it by combining the names of two
magicians, Sanri Baldwin and Wiljalba Frikell. [7]

He was Supervising Editor of the various magazines and newspapers published by Bernarr Macfadden from 1921-41. Macfadden urged him to
drop the "Charles" from his name. He became editor of Liberty after Macfadden acquired it in 1931. In the fall of 1939, Fulton Oursler, when
editor of Liberty, printed a piece in his magazine called "Alcoholics and God", which brought a rush of 800 frantic inquiries into the New York
office of Alcoholics Anonymous (as it was to be known). [§]

Oursler left Macfadden Publications shortly after Bernarr Macfadden was ousted from the company. Ourler's tenure with the company was
continuous from 192141, except for a brief period following the success of The Spider (1928).

In 1944, he becane a senior editor for Reader's Digest (where his son Oursler Jr. eventually became managing editor). [9] [10] [11] [12]
Personal life.
While still in his teens, Oursler married Rose Karger. They had two children, but the marriage ended in divorce. [13]

In 1925, Oursler married Grace Perkins, who had been raised Catholic, but had left the Church in her teens. They practiced no religion and did
not raise their children in any faith. [14] Perkins, a former actress, was a prodigious contributor to the Macfadden magazines. Several of her novels
were made into films. [15]

In 1935, the Oursler family toured the Middle East and spent a week in the Holy Land. On the journey home, Oursler started writing a book titled
A Skeptic in the Holy Land . 'l started out being very skeptical," he wrote later, "but in the last chapter I almost converted." [16] He assumed that
once the book was published, he would forget about religion, but perceiving the growing threat of Nazism and Commumism, he found himself
creasingly drawn to Christian ethics. Astounded at how little people knew about the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, he decided that he would
write the story of Jesus and "try and make it as interesting as a serial story in a popular magazine". He would call it The Greatest Story Ever Told .
[17]

In 1943, Oursler was received into the Roman Catholic Church. The following year, his son was converted to the Catholic faith, and his wife
returned to her childhood faith a year later. His daughter converted in 1948. The Greatest Story Ever Told was published in 1949. [18] It was
followed by The Greatest Book Ever Written in 1951, and The Greatest Faith Ever Known , completed by his daughter, April Oursler Arnstrong,
and posthumously published in 1953. The film, The Greatest Story Ever Told , based on Oursler's book, was released in 1965. [ citation needed ]

Oursler also wrote, as Abbot, the Reader's Digest article that was made into the movie Boomerang! (1947). Another book was Father Flanagan
of Boy's Town , 1949, the story of Father Edward J. Flanagan's work with young men. The book was co-authored by Fulton's son Will Oursler,
also a noted writer. [ citation needed |

Fulton Oursler died in New York City in 1952, while halfway through writing his autobiography.
Works.

Oursler wrote a number of novels. These include Sandalwood (1925), Stepchild of the Moon (1926) and The World's Delight (1929). He also
wrote detective stories and magazine articles under the pseudonym Anthony Abbot, as well as several plays, the most famous of which was the
gimmick-filled The Spider (1928), co-written with Lowell Brentano and later filmed twice, in 1931 and 1945. The great success of the play
attracted four plagiarism suits, which were successfully defended by Oursler's private attorney, Arthur Garfield Hays. [19]
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Charles Fulton Oursler (January 22, 1893 Baltimore, Maryland - May 24, 1952 New York City) was an American journalist and writer.
Quotes more less.

Life more less.

Oursler grew up in Baltimore, the poor son of a city transit worker. His childhood passions were reading and stage magic. He was raised in a
devout Baptist family, but at fifteen he declared himself an agnostic. While still in his teens, he got a reporter’s job for the Baltimore American and
married Rose Karger. They had two children, but the marriage ended in divorce.

Oursler moved to New York City to edit a music trade magazine. He freelanced for a variety of publications early on. His short stories appeared
in The Black Cat , Detective Story Magazine , The Thrill Book , and especially Mystery Magazine . Many of his stories, like '"The Magician
Detective" ( Mystery Magazine ), incorporated magicians and magic into the plots.

He was supervising editor of the various magazines and newspapers published by Barnarr Macfadden from 1921-41. He became editor of Liberty
after Macfadden acquired it in 1931.

Oursler wrote a number of novels, including Sandalwood (1925), Stepchild of the Moon (1926) and The World's Delight (1929). He also wrote
detective stories and magazine articles under the pseudonym Anthony Abbot, as well as several plays, the most famous of which was the gimmick-
filled The Spider (1928), co-written with Lowell Brentano and later filmed twice, in 1931 and 1945. The great success of the play attracted four
plagiarism suits, which were successfully defended by Oursler's private attorney, Arthur Garfield Hays.

In 1925, Oursler married Grace Perkins, who had been raised Catholic, but had left the Church in her teens. They practiced no religion and did
not raise their children in any faith. Grace Perkins, a former actress, was a prodigious contributor to the Macfadden magazines. Several of her
novels were made into filns.

In 1935, the Oursler family toured the Middle East and spent a week in the Holy Land. On the journey home, Oursler started writing a book titled
A Skeptic in the Holy Land . "I started out being very skeptical," he wrote later, "but in the last chapter I almost converted." He assumed that once
the book was published, he would forget about religion, but perceiving the growing threat of Nazism and Communism, he found himself
increasingly drawn to Christian ethics. Astounded at how little people knew about the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, he decided that he would
write the story of Jesus and "try and make it as interesting as a serial story in a popular magazine". He would call it The Greatest Story Ever Told .

In 1943, Oursler was received into the Roman Catholic Church. The following year, his son was converted to the Catholic faith, and his wife
returned to the faith the year after that. His daughter converted in 1948. The Greatest Story Ever Told was published in 1949. It was followed by
The Greatest Book Ever Written in 1951, and The Greatest Faith Ever Known , completed by his daughter, April Oursler Armstrong, and
posthumously published in 1953. The film, The Greatest Story Ever Told , based on Oursler's book, was released in 1965.

Oursler also wrote, as Abbot, the Reader’s Digest article that was made into the movie Boomerang! (1947).

Another of his well-known books was Father Flanagan of Boy's Town , the story of Father Edward J. Flanagan's work with young men. The
book was co-authored by Fulton's son Will Oursler, also a noted writer, and was later adapted into the movie Boys Town (1938), starring
Spencer Tracy.

Fulton Oursler died in New York City in 1952, while halfway through writing his autobiography.
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Description.

This sequel to The Greatest Story Ever Told follows the turbulent adventures of the apostles Paul, Peter, and James after the crucifixion of Christ in
their struggle to spread the Good News to the world. Faithfully based on the scriptures of the Acts and the Epistles , this saga ofkings and jailers,
of far voyages and shipwreck, of strange miracles and escapes and ultimate martyrdom, has mspired and touched generations of readers. It is a
story that is timeless.

"A magnificent book and the most inspiring reading that has come my way for a long time." --A.J. Cronin.

"A lucid, deeply moving account of the first century of the Christian era. Fulton Oursler has re-created the life of the early Church with noble
simplicity and profound understanding." --Laurence J. McGinley, S.J., Past President of Fordham Universtty.

"Multitudes of people will rejoice in this book. [the] story is told with wonderful and convincing simplicity." -- Chicago Tribune.
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About The Greatest Faith Ever Known.

This sequel to The Greatest Story Ever Told follows the turbulent adventures of the apostles Paul, Peter, and James after the crucifixion of Christ in
their struggle to spread the Good News to the world. Faithfully based on the scriptures of the Acts and the Epistles , this saga of kings and jailers,
of far voyages and shipwreck, of strange miracles and escapes and ultimate martyrdom, has inspired and touched generations of readers. It is a
story that is timeless.

“A magnificent book and the most inspiring reading that has come my way for a long time.” —A.J. Cronin.

“A Tucid, deeply moving account of the first century of the Christian era. Fulton Oursler has re-created the life of the early Church with noble
simplicity and profound understanding.” —Laurence J. McGinley, S.J., Past President of Fordham University.

“Multitudes of people will rejoice in this book. . . [the] story is told with wonderful and convincing simplicity.” — Chicago Tribune.
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About Fulton Oursler.

Fulton Oursler (born Charles Fulton Oursler) was an American journalist, editor, and writer. He was a notable author of mysteries and detective
fiction under the name Anthony Abbot. In the 1920s he aided Harry Houdini in his crusade against fraudulent mediumship. After touring the
Middle. .. More about Fulton Oursler.
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